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Our Iron Age is grown an Age of Gold, 5 
'Tis who bids moſs, for all Men dvould be ſold. 
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CHARLES LUCASS 


PROPHECY, &c. 


Brethren, and once Fellow Citizens, | 
HOSE Men who write, and thoſe Miniſters of 
State who adviſe, that a King may aflume and 
exerciſe Powers and Prerogatives, inconſiſ- 
tent with, or contrary to, the original Conſtitution, 
are the worſt Enemies any King can have, for what a 
King acquires by following ſuch an advice, is neit her 
valuable nor durable; but what he loſes is ineſtim- 
able : and yet all ages afford Inftances of ſuch evil 
Council, given and followed, and of the calamitous 
Conſequences enſu ng thereupon. The natural 
Fruits and Effects of an adherence to, and obſervance 
5 of the original Conſtitution, will be Safety, Riches, 
5 Honour, the Love and obedience of the People, their 
united Fidelity and Aſſiſtance, and conſeguently 
Puiſſance and Victory over their Fnemies. 
That the King can da no WRONG, is a Poſition 
oftener heard than underſtood, which induces me 
at this Time to explain that Matter. Tho' a King 
ſhould againſt Right, enter upon and take poſſeſſion of 
any Subject's Lands, Liberties or Properties, yet that 
Poſſefſion, tho? continued, for a long Time, ſhould not 
work a Wrong. nor gain any Right out of the Subjeck; 
and fo on the other Hand, the Subjects wrongſul In- 
truſion and Poſſeſſion of the King's Lands, or Frero-. 
gatives, ſhould not work a #rom7 to ſuch King, nor 
Zain, or wreſt any Right from, or out of the Govern- 
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ment; and therefore this impaſſibls Quality, would be 
ufeful as well to the Subjeck as to the fupreme Go- 

vernor. | | 
It ſhould ever be underſtood of this impaſſible Qua- 
lity, that the ſupreme Governor, ( qua. Governor, ) can- 
cot command wrongful or unlawful Things, but that 


all ſuch Commands, being wrong and illegal, it ſhould 


be underſtood by them, that the Command was un- 
adyiſed ; and that all acts done in obedience to ſuch 
illegal Commands, ſhould be deemed null and void, 
and that thoſe Perſons who execute ſuch Commands, 


| ſhall be looked upon to do the ſame at their Peril, and 
ſhould be reſponſible for the Wrong without any Im- 


ben of Wrong to the ſupreme Governor, if he 
doth not avow and defend the Action; becauſe the 


ſuppoſit ion of Wrong, is inconſiſtant with the ſupreme 
Government: In as much as the Government was 


inſtituted to do Right, and protect from Wrong. You 


are all ſenſible, my Brethren, what Principles I was 


baniſhed for inculcating, and you are equally ſenſible, 
that my moſt inveterate Enemies, who perſecuted me 
to Exile, when they found themſelves ſtripped of 
Power, and over-burdened with national Diſgrace, re- 


vived thoſe very Principles, and adopted every Tenet. 


preſcribed by me. That they were actuated, I mean 
two or three of the Leaders only, by different Mo- 


tives from mine, E believe the Event will clearly de- 
monſtrate. . | 


In the beginning of thoſe Conteſts, the Publick 


was not the Point in View with thoſe Leaders, tho' 


they arttully made it a Pander to their Popularity. 

The Conteſt was no more than a Struggle between 
a few Families jor Power and Places, in which while 
they were equally gratity'd a L—t was always the 
Head ofthe Commons. But the Power of the S—r ap- 


pear:d tormidable to his Rivals, havirg got ſo ſtrong 
a Party in the C-—ns, that your late G- vr fee- 


ns the jr convenience of ſuch Influence in the Hands 

5! any Subject, reſolved to abridge it, at all Events, 
When your © r found himſelt thus attacked, 
; : No any : ö . 8 he 
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he reſolved to give the G nt every Oppoſition that 


could carry the leaſt Appearance!of Patriotiſm, and 


the L—d L—t found that all Reſpect due from the 


People, was transferred to thoſe Popular Leaders, 
who, meerly thro' Reſentment, were foremoſt in the 
Oppoſition. ans | | 

The deluded People, who had too much Honeſty 
to fathom the depth of State Policy, loudly Applaud 
ed thoſe Leaders, as their Hndicators, the Aſſertors of 
their Rights and Liberties, and deemed the Sf 


the Guſtavus of the Land. Tho? I intend to do Juſ- 
tice to thoſe late imputed Patriots; I ſhall by no 


Means attempt to juſtify the Conduct of the D=— of 
D——t and his Friends, as they really intended to 


carry the moſt dangerous Points, and endeavour'd to 


ſupport the moſt unpopular Meaſures. 

When the D— of D—t found himſelf out number- 
ed in the Year 1751, upon a Queſtion propoſed for a 
Tr yal of Strength, he thought it Prudence and Policy 


not to attempt any Thing extraordinary that Sef- 


ſion; and indeed, a Man of leſs Modeſty and De/7gn, 
would have been contended with the Points he had 
already carried. The firſt, in paſſing the Money Br, 
tho? altered here. A ſecond, in dropping the Proſecu- 
tion againſt Nl, whom they could then have cenſur- 


ed to an Expulſion; and thirdly in dropping a De- 


ſign, which had been talked of without doors, of re- 


jecting the new Stile, After thele mean and uncon- 


ſtitutional Conceſſions to G—nt, which ti.ey falſely 


ſtiled a Spirit of Moderation; how could a wiſe or in- 


telligent People repoſe a Confidence in ſuch Men? 
Were they not the ſame Tools to Power, who ba- 


iſhed me, who without any Oppoſition or Heſitation 


or even ene diſſenting Voice, paſſed that dangerous 
BILL, which not only left or confeſſed the publick 


Treaſure at the diſpoſal of the Crown, in this and all 
future Times, but changed the moſt eſſential Form of 


an Act of Parliament, and ſtripped the Commons of 
the only valuable Privilege, which has not been pared 
away from the Conſtitution by former inſidious 
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Had we lived under a Prince, who could be ſuppoſed 
to exert a Power however obtained, to the Prejudice 
of his People, where would the Calamities of fuch a 
Parliamentary Proceeding end? Surely in no leſs, 
than leaving the public Treaſure at the mercy of a 


future rapacious M.niſter, and reducing the Iriſh Pt 
like the poor Remnant of the Gallick States, ſtill re- 
taining the Name, without any of the Eſſentials of a 
Parliament, by agreeing to receive the Conſent or Per- 
miſſion of the Miniſtry, to debate upon and paſs a 


Bill under it's Sanction and Dir ction, as the others 


are conſtrained to regiſter Arrets of the Crown, not 
otherwiſe. And thus did thoſe Mock. Romans at once 


give up the Freedom of P—t, and the People's 


Right to the Redundancies of publick Money, after 


the Exegencies of the State were ſerved, and ſhame- 
fully ſubſcribe to the illicit Dictates of the Miniſtry, 


Havel not repeatedly told you, the Conſequence 
of baniſhing the firſt Man among you, that ſhewed 
that your Pt was free as that of Britain, and had by 
Law and by Right the ſame Authority, Privilege and 
Power within that Realm, as the BritiſpParliament has 
within theirs, except the unnatural Conceſſions m ade 
under the deteſtable Ad miniſtration of that perfidious 
Miniſter Poining. Had that been allowed by the iriſh 
Pt, which they ſhould at the Peril of their Lives 
and Fortunes have maintained ; what Miniſter would 


have been hardy enough to preſcribe ſuch fhameful 


and deſtructive Terms to them as giving up at once 


the Rights of the People, and the Privilege of 


P——t, which in more Wiſe and Virtuous Times, 
would have been dee med one and the ſame ; yet he 
that aſſerted the Rights of both, was voted an Enemy 
to: his Con . | | 


j 


But in the Year, 1753, when the S——r found that 
his former Power was not to be reftored, and that he 


was to act under two Men whom he utterly deteſted, 
hecould very ſignificantly explain the Danger and 
Abſurdity of previous Conſent, and immediately ſet 
all his Friends in Oppoſition to it. The act muſt for- 
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ever be allowed to be good, but the Motives are not 
hard to conjecture, and if ever they were dubious, 
his late Conduct has fully evinced them to the World. 
Why was not this great Man and his Friends baniſhed 
their Country for ſupporting the Rights ef the People 
t, was not their Crime 
adequate to mine? Did l not Point out the Path, and 
is it not the only good Thing they ever did to purſue 
it even fo far? But ſee my Brethren how the Scene is 
chang'd, this Earl! this mighty Eaxl ! this once illuſ- 
trious M—0—l[—ſt has betray'd you all, to raiſe his 
Friend on this Side the Water. Has not this Man 
ſprung into the firſt Conſequence, at the Expence of 


your Country? Criminal as your S—r may be, I muſt 
do even an Enemy Juſtice, he is not moſt to blame. 


There is an <Xxtenuation of Guilt in the worſt Acts of 
Neceſſity for it he had not ſubmitted to the Condi- 
tions offered to him, I need not ſay by whom, this 
E—gregious E—l would withdraw his Property Men 


from him, and leave him to ſink with a Minority. 


But was it not more glorious to tall with an honour- 
able Cauſe, than to deſert his Party and betray the 
Man who is the only Victim among you to Patriot 


Worth? Woulda Man of innate Honour, real and 


determined Principles of Patriotiſm, tamely reſign his 


Power to a Perſon who he is conicious has been ſo 


long ſtruggling tor it, tor the moſt pernicious Pur 

ſes, a Man raired and educated in the Tricks and 
Policy of a Sire, whoalways endeavoured to promote 
his Intereſt on the other de, by enſlaving thoſe whom 
Intereſt and Choice ſhould induce him to protect. 
But are not theſe Things ſo? What hopes have ye now 


my Brethren, trom this extraordinary Change ? 


Every Tool of the An is gratity'd with Places 
and Penſions, or more potent Promiſes, not a Mouth 
ie left unſtopped that was clamorous in the Oppofi- 
tion, even Women and Children are placed on the 


Con—ia—um Lift, tho' Intigence and * venerable 
Locks obtain no Favour at Court. Shall I ask you 


my Brethren, can any plcaiing Queſtion now miſcar- 
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ry in an Aſſembly thus documented, thus influenced? 


Surely it requires but a. little Readineſs, with ſome 
Portion of B—-fi—o—ronian Cunning, to hold the 
Reins, and turn the ambling Palfrey as the Rider liſts, 

The Nag now in Queſtion, is tractable and will re- 
quire neither Whip nor Spur. - Slack Reins and high 
Feeding will ſoon make him wanton. But if you are 
ſo happy as to have any skilful Jockies among you, 
they may keep this Beaſt of #nu/ual-Burden well muz- 
zled, they may keep him from Kicking, Prancing or 
Bouncing, deſtroying his Neighbour's Fences, or ſtop- 


ping to feed any where but at the Places appointed, or 
in any Reſpect Tiſquethe Damage of their Loading. 


But if the Carrier's Maſter ſhould ſpoil the leading 
Horſe, he may prove dangerous to his Followers. Sup- 


poſe when the Beaſts are tardy orſullen, to elude them, 


he ſometimes rides and ſometimes walks before the 
Caravan, with a Truſs of Hay, ora Bagot Corn, which 
he holds in the View of them all, and of which he gives 


them all Hopes to ſhare. I ſay, ſuppoſe he now and 


then gives a Bell-horſe, and tho/e Beaſts, wr hoſtick cloſeſi 


ta him, a tiny Bit, to encourage them, and to ſtir up 


the others to emulate his Pace. Theſe Devices in a 


neighbouring Country, had ſo great an Effect on Horſes 


that the Proprietor took their Muzzles Intirely off, 


and left them at diſcretionary Power, to eat and drink 
where they could, at the neighbours Expence? 


And if Britiſh Beaſts could be brought to imbibe 


ſuch advantageous Inſtruction, what may we not ex- 


pect trom paſſive Iriſh Garrons, who are generally 
more intraCtable, but much cheaper kept. 


But my Brethren, let us not fix ſuch a gloomy Proſ- 


pect foremoſt, let us ſtill ſuppoſe that we have a com · 


petent Number of generous Horſes, impatient of Reins 
or Muzzles, and who diſdain to be drove hard into 
the Bargain. Such generous Cattle will take the firſt 


Opportunity of diſappointing the Carrier, ſtop ſhort 


in the middle of the Journey, and in full career, break 


the Bands and free themſelves from the Goadipgs ot 
their tyrannical Leadeis. | 
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